
 

 
  

Emerging NREN 

Program Report 
Trip to Trieste Italy 

This report will be highlighting on what the ENP program is and how it helps in providing knowledge to an 

Emerging NREN. It also looks into the good and bad experiences encountered and also the likes and 

dislikes of the program. Finally, it will highlight the recommendations put forward by the author.   
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Emerging NREN 
Program Report 
Trip to Trieste Italy 

Introduction 
The Emerging NREN Program is a very unique and perfect 

platform that has been put in place to integrate research and 

education networks around the globe. This had been done in 

order for them to connect and create a community which 

shares knowledge in respect to different areas and how these 

NRENS managed to establish their services. The ENP program 

plays a vital role in establishing communication, connectivity 

and collaboration (CCC)between institutions under the NREN. 

It provides an introduction to the global network of other 

Research and Education Networks which establishes the site 

as to what an NREN should be like and set up a vision that’s 

needs to be achieved. 

Experiences 
My experience was very much eye opening and enlightening 

which inturn gave me an overview on how I can assist in having 

the NREN fully operational and providing services to the local 

community. The experience starting from the application up 

until the final day of landing in my home country was really 

breath taking. I managed to get a chance to visit Europe for the 

first time, making new friends along the way and having 

engaging and productive conversations with other 

participants. My experience is one that is full of positives and 

which have benefitted me as an individual and also the NREN I 

work for. I am quite positive that with such an experience I can 

put in all efforts and help establish ZIMREN to greater heights. 

Appreciation 
My appreciation firstly 

goes to the CEO of the 

Zimbabwe Research and 

Education Network who 

gave me unwavering 

support and 

encouragement and also 

a chance to participate 

in the selection process. 

Secondly I would like to 

appreciate the 

UbuntuNet Alliance 

team for the well-

organized planning and 

preparation of the trip. It 

was indeed a flawless 

journey and all thanks to 

the team which made it 

possible. 
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In my view everything was in order and the assistance rendered to make the trip a 

success was well above board and will not hesitate to indicate that this was the best 

trip I have had. 

Likes & Dislikes  
The fact that one gets to learn and gather new knowledge is one aspect I liked about 

this program. It helps you understand what an NREN is like and what it should achieve 

and the road it should take to get there. With an attendance of more than 700 people 

at the TNC22 one can just imagine the knowledge packed and gathered in one place. 

I also enjoyed the warmness and eagerness of people who want to assist and give you 

sound advice in order for ZIMREN to be successful. As a Network Engineer the 

equipment showcased at the event gave me a better appreciation to various vendors 

on the market. Through the engagement with these vendors I managed to learn and 

understand new techniques of setting up a network which is secure and reliable. The 

stay in Italy was very awesome which is something I really liked and enjoyed and of 

cause the food was exquisite.  

Recommendations  
• My first recommendation would be to visit more universities and have at least 

two different views of connections and setup.  

• Secondly, an organized tour of the city or town would be greatly appreciated 
and also getting full information as to how to get to and from the venues. 

 


